How to know the Indian Waders.	^c
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ceeding looked as ii they wanted to read the ship's name
and report that it had passed. Since then I do not recol-
lect seeing the species wild in India, and it seems never
to be brought into the Calcutta Bazaar, but some natives
think it good food, as our ancestors used to do. I have
tried it myself in England and find it tolerable, though no
delicacy. The breeding habits of this bird in India much
resemble its customs in England. In different parts of
the country it may be found breeding at almost all times
of the year. Its eggs are sea-green, and over two inches
long.
The Eastern Purple Heron.
Ardea manillensis.—blanford, Faun. Brit. Ind
Birds, Vol. IV, p. 381.
vernacular n\mes.—Nan, Lai-sain, Lal-an-
jan. Hind.: Khyra, Behar; Lal-kank, Beng.;
Pamula nari-gadu, Tel.; Sannari, Tamil-
Kamwal-koka, Cing.; Khyung byaing, Arakan •
Nga-hit, Burmese.	«... -	,
This bird is nearly as long as the Common Heron, but is
a slighter bird, with much larger feet, the middle toe being
as long as the shank, whereas in the other Herons of this
group, the shank is longer than the toe. Its plumage is
very richly coloured, though there is not a purple feather
about it! It is somewhat complicated to describe, but
the prevailing hue is grey on the wings and back, black on
the belly, and chestnut elsewhere, with a black crown and
crest. Altogether the old birds are very easily recogniz-
able, but the young are absolutely different, their general
plumage being an inconspicuous mixture of drab and fawn.
The bill is yellow and the legs brown. This spe-
cies inhabits the oriental region generally, including our
Empire. It is not rare, and I have several times seen it
in the Calcutta Bazaar. It does not go about in the open
like other large Herons, but skulks in cover, and it breeds

